CHAPTER  II

THE THEORY OF MARX AND THE  EARLIER
SOCIALISTS  SUMMARISED    -

ALL radical revolutions which are advocated in
the interests of the people are commended to the
people, and the people are invited to accomplish
them, on the ground that majorities are, if they
would only realise it, capable of moulding society
in any manner they please. As applied to matters
of legislation and government, this theory is suffi-
ciently familiar to everybody. It has been elabo-
rated in endless detail, and has expressed itself in
the constitutions of all modern democracies.
What Karl Marx did, and did for the first time,
was to invest this theory of the all-efficiency of the
majority with a definiteness, in respect of distribu-
tion of wealth, similar to that with which it had
been invested already in respect of the making of
laws and the dictation of national policies.

The practical outcome of the scientific reasoning
of Marx is summed up in the formula which has
figured as the premise and conclusion of every
congress of his followers, of every book or mani-